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of	 the	earthquake,	while	 footage	on	 the	news	stations	
displayed	 the	 rubble	of	his	 country	and	bodies	of	his	
people.
Gillot	made	a	trip	to	Haiti	the	next	day,	visiting	his	













calling	 again,	 but	 still	 couldn’t	 reach	 anyone.	 Later	
that	night,	he	got	a	call	from	Josh	Burns,	a	pastor	in	
Tennessee	 who	 has	 spent	 time	 with	 Gillot	 in	 Haiti.	
“Everything	 in	 Haiti	 and	 Port-au-Prince	 is	 gone,”	
Burns	told	him.	
Gillot	 left	 for	 home	 the	 morning	 following	 the	
earthquake,	still	without	news	on	his	family	and	friends.	




















See “Haiti,” page 3
Photo by Claude Gillot










Shirts	will	 be	 ordered	 as	 needed,	 and	Student	





How he got to Haiti
Hitt ing home
Haitians from Port-au-Prince walk by a collapsed supermarket that once was a six-story building.
Above: What is left of the house of one of Gillot’s 
friends, whose aunt sits amidst the ruins prepar-
ing food.
Right: Jeaneen and Claude with some of his fam-
ily, as he prepared to come to Dordt in July.
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They’ve been to Africa and 
back. 
A group of twelve students 
and staff, led by Professor Mark 
Volkers, returned safely from 
Kenya on Jan. 10, still over-
whelmed by what they saw.
 “People in the US tend 
to think that the people in the 
slums just don’t work; they 
Dordt students return from Kenya more insightful
Hani Yang
Staff Writer
Professor Jay Shim and Ko-
rean students at Dordt are host-
ing a Korean Fair on Saturday, 
Jan. 30, with the help of Stu-
dents Without Borders and the 
Humble Bean.
“One day last semester I was 
having lunch with a bunch of 
professors at the Commons,” 
Professor Jay Shim said. “One 
of them asked about Korean 
food. I found very small num-
ber of them had experienced it; 
I proposed an idea of Korean 
food fair and they all liked it.”
His wife Joyce will be 
the main cook and will pre-
pare four dishes for the event: 
Bulgogi (Korean BBQ), kim-
chi (traditional side dish), jahb-
cheh (transparent noodles with 
veggies and meat), and pajeon 
(Korean pancakes with veggies 
and seafood). Both Korean and 
non-Korean tea will be avail-
able for purchase in the event.
“I think sharing meal is a 
great way of learning a cul-
ture,” Shim said.
Tickets to the fair are $3 for 
students and $5 for adults.  They 
are available through Jan. 29 in 
the Grille area during lunch and 
dinner. No ticket will be re-
quired for children under five. 
“Food is not something to 
talk about - you should come 
and taste it yourself,” Shim 
said. “See you there.” 
Hani Yang
Staff Writer
Shim providing a taste of Korea
mdiv.calvinseminary.edu
At Calvin Theological Seminary we are deeply invested in the 
personal and spiritual formation of every student. Rooted in 
Reformed theology, our program is designed for developing 
pastors and nurtures the individual growth and development 
essential to this important calling. 
We like to think of the Master of Divinity program as the 
thread that brings all the pieces of a biblical, authentic, 
contextual, and life-changing ministry together. Our new 
M.Div. curriculum integrates these dimensions through 
innovative learning and teaching methods and can be 
customized to ensure a formative and meaningful experience.
Residence halls face the 
possibility of new identities, 
to the delight of the creative 
and the distress of the direc-
tionally challenged.
Students have the oppor-
tunity to choose the name 
for the new apartment build-
ing which will open next 
year, in the form of a cam-
pus-wide contest.  
But the contest does not 
end with the nameless build-
ing, currently referred to 
among the administration as 
“Beejview” or as “192” for 
the number of beds it holds. 
Instead, the administra-
tion decided to give students 
the opportunity to re-name 
all of the residence halls on 
campus.
“The buildings lack iden-
tity,” said Associate Provost 
Bethany Schuttinga.  
Of course, some students 
do appreciate the simple 
theme of directional names, 
and changing those names 




But the new building will 
be named for sure.  
“We’re trying to figure 
out how to create excitement 
around the question, ‘What 
does a name mean?’” Schut-
tinga said.
Some students may find 
motivation for excitement in 
the cash prize awarded to the 
originator of the winning en-
try.  The amount of the prize 
will be announced at the cam-
pus-wide meeting on at 9:45 
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 1, in 
S101.
After the meeting, the com-
petition begins, and it will 
last until the end of the 
month.  
Proposals will include 
the name of the new build-
ing, and rationale if the 
student chooses.  From 
there, the rules are vague. 
“There could be themes, 
if the student wants to re-
name all the residence 
halls,” Schuttinga said. 
“We could even consider 
naming neighborhoods, 
like the area between East, 
North, and West Halls.”
The one residence hall 
on campus that is not 
named for a cardinal di-
rection, Covenant, is up 
for re-naming as well.
Schuttinga does not 
know exactly how and 
why that building was 
named, or why it is not 
called “Far East,” but she 
does believe that the new 
names for the buildings 
will be part of a legacy.
“There’s just something 
cool about being part of 
the naming process,” she 
said.  “It’s an interesting 
part of Dordt’s history.”
Students create name for new building, an ‘interesting part of Dordt’s history’
don’t do anything and that’s 
why they’re poor,” said senior 
Dale Vande Griend. “But it’s 
really the opposite; they all 
work harder than anyone I have 
ever met: some people work 
from five in the morning until 
nine at night, every day, but the 
just don’t get paid much.”
The students were divided 
into four groups.  Each one 
filmed with a different focus: a 
family in Mathare Valley, one 
of the largest slums in Africa; 
various Christian ministries 
in Mathare Valley; a mission 
school and orphanage in Mi-
tumba slums; or several young 
adults “adopted” by Father 
Ted.
“The stories we heard of 
families not eating for days 
were heart-breaking, but what 
impacted me the most was the 
way the kids looked longingly 
at our bottles of water,” said 
junior Andrew Hornor. “Clean 
water should never be a luxury 
item for a child.”
Five students will edit pro-
motional videos throughout the 
semester, and the final products 
will be ready for viewing in 
late April.
“The trip has helped me un-
derstand a little bit more about 
how blessed I am both mate-
rially and opportunity-wise,” 
Hornor added. “I have more 
of a feeling of responsibility 
now, a feeling that if I don't do 
something useful with my life I 
will be held accountable for it.”
Above: A daily occurence in the slums.
Left: Alvin Shim gets to know local children before filming Mass at 
the Catholic church.  
Photos by Kelly Cooke.
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During his visit, Gillot 
bought beans and rice for his 
neighbors.  While the food was 
cooking in the street, people 
crowded around asking to eat.  
Gillot has a video of the cha-
os.  “‘Give me food, give me 
food!’ That’s what they’re say-
ing,” he narrated.
Gillot stayed in Haiti Friday 
night and Saturday, and then he 
had to return to Dordt for classes. 
 “I’m still overwhelmed,” 
Gillot said. “Every time I sleep, 
I dream about what I saw.”
Gillot keeps CNN on in his 
dorm room whenever he’s there, 
watching the constant updates 
from his country.
“I want to be there,” he said. 
Gillot has tentative plans to go 
back to Haiti over Spring Break; 
otherwise, he will have to wait 
until the school year ends.
Other students express a de-
sire to go to Haiti as well, and 
Dordt is considering making 
that a reality – though it will not 
be right away.
“There’s been talk of creat-
ing a service team—something 
like PLIA or perhaps another 
AMOR group—to go to Haiti,” 
Pastor Rod Gorter said. “It’s a 
long-range plan; perhaps next 
year.  The needs will be there 
for months and years to come.” 
But that doesn’t diminish the 
importance of the needs that af-
flict the Haiti now.
“I want people to under-
stand that Port-au-Prince is not 
all Haiti,” Gillot said.  “That’s 
like saying Des Moines is Iowa. 
Port-au-Prince is not the only 
area affected; the little cities are 
suffering too.  It’s everywhere—
the whole country.”
On Monday, students orga-
nized a service in the BJ Haan 
dedicated to prayer for Haiti, 
and took an offer-
ing to help allevi-
ate the immediate 
needs specifically 
in Minotrie.  
Gillot attended 
the service, and so 
did his host mother, 
Jeaneen De Jager 
of Rock Valley.
“It was just awe-
some,” De Jager 
said.  “The connec-
tion Dordt has with 




lan have had con-
nections with Hai-
ti for a while. They met Gillot 
in Febuary on a mission trip to 
his village, when he was their 
translator.  They then decided 
to sponsor him, providing him 
a home and education in the 
United States.
Those at the Dordt service 
donated $1006.25, which will 
be sent in a check from Dordt 
College to Burns.
Burns and his church have 
now officially decided to focus 
on Minotrie in their mission 
work, setting up an infrastruc-
ture there to stabilize the econ-
omy and make disciples of the 
people by showing them the 
love of God.
“We want to invest in young 
people’s lives,” Burns said. 
“Donations make a long-term 
difference.”
Money from Dordt, as well 
as other donations, will be taken 
with Burns on his next trip to 
Minotrie, from March 1 – 6.  
He will be buying a bus, 
which he will convert into a 
tap-tap, which is like a taxi.  It 
will generate jobs and revenue, 
making it a sustainable opera-
tion.  Some of the money will 
be spent on agriculture, a year-
round activity and another sus-
tainable venture.  He also hopes 
to buy wells for clean water, start 
a pharmacy, and boost business 
at Claude’s mother’s store.
Everything is purchased lo-
cally, another way to stimulate 
the economy there.
“The Haitians are the ones 
who are going to change Haiti,” 
he said.  “Not the people from 
the outside.”
But until their village is sta-








“disciples” and a friend of Gil-
lot.  Burns will wire more mon-
ey as needed. 
“I want to thank you so much 
for seeing a need and filling it,” he 
says to Dordt students.  “Right 
now we’re just trying to raise 
funds.”
The Dordt relief efforts did 
not end on Monday.  Dona-
tion boxes are in the library, the 
Copy Center, and Student Ser-
vices.  All funds go directly to 
help Gillot’s hometown.  
Gillot also designed t-shirts 
that will be on sale for $15 
through Student Services.
So far, student efforts have 
encouraged Gillot.
“It means a lot to me…that 
my fellow students are thinking 
of my country and my people,” 
he said. “I just want to say thank 
you.”
Right now, much of America 
is thinking about Haiti.  News 
reports cover the earthquake 
constantly; Facebook statues 
and links remind others to pray 
and donate money; and “Haiti” 
has been the number one trend-
ing topic on Twitter since the 
earthquake happened.  
“The challenge comes after 
a few weeks, when everyone’s 
busy,” said Gorter.  “When the 
visibility in the news decreas-
es, but the suffering, struggles 
and needs are still strong, the 
challenge is 
to keep the 
a w a r e n e s s 





 “One thing Claude said to 
me when he first got here was 
that he did not come just for an 
education,” DeJager said.  “He 
said, ‘I am here to help my peo-
ple.’  That has become all the 
more urgent for him now.” 
Haiti
continued from front
“Every time I sleep, 
I dream about 
what I saw.”
“Dozens of people are liv-
ing in the streets,” Gillot said. 
“They’ve lost everything.”
While visiting, Gillot bought 
beans and rice for his neighbors. 
Dordt students return from Kenya more insightful
The Fruited Plain Café--
Sioux Center’s new coffee 
shop, bar, and part-time Italian 
restaurant--will have its grand 
opening on Feb. 4, 5, and 6.
The café will serve various 
goodies and beverages, includ-
ing coffee and a selection of 
wines and beers.
On the weekends, the shop 
doubles as an Italian restaurant 
for reservations only. In a private 
room called “The Backroom 
Bistro,” chef Giovanni Romano 
makes your entrée from a select 
menu of Italian foods.
“[Giovanni] happens to be 
our neighbor…and we said, 
‘Hey, let’s work together,’” 
said Professor Rebecca De Vr-
ies, who owns the café with her 
husband Laremy.
According to De Vries, the 
café has the necessary sound 
equipment for any musicians 
who want to play live music.
“Here’s the stage,” she said, 
pointing to the wooden plat-
form with a piano on it. “If 
there are any bands…quartets, 
brass quintets, opera singers…
poetry readings, story-hour for 
children, whatever…we want to 
bring performers here.”
The business--located on 
Main Street across from the Co-
op Gas Station--has been unof-
ficially open since Jan. 22 and 
will continue to serve customers 
leading up to their grand open-
ing.
The café is open Monday 
through Wednesday from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m., and Thursday 
through Saturday from 7 a.m. to 
Cafe, Italian restarant unoffically open, grand opening in February
Dave De Wit
Columnist
Gillot purchased food from a store in Minotrie, and it was cooked by his mother 
and some of their neighbors.           Photo by Claude Gillot
He can’t be in two places at once, but he can teach two 
classes at once.  
From January 15-21, Schaap was teaching a creative 
writing class at Covenant College, which is on top of 
Lookout Mountain, Georgia.
Covenant College offers a two-credit creative writing 
course which asks well known writers to come and teach 
for two weeks out of the year. 
“It was an honor for me to be asked to come and teach 
the course”, Schaap said. “I was somewhat familiar with 
the college and know some of the professors there that 
once taught at Dordt.”
Schaap is teaching the same class to his students at 
Dordt.
He commented on similarities between his students in 
both places. 
“I had fun understanding the culture,” he said. “They 
were a lot like Dordt students and responded to me the 
same way after I warmed up to them for a while. Cov-
enant is a lot like Dordt with a southern spin and by the 
end of the week, they had accepted me.”
Covenant students were given assignments by Schaap 
while he was teaching, and they have access to Courses@
Dordt in order to turn in assignments. 
 “There is a lot more reading for me to do after taking 
this job,” Schaap said.  “But other than that, I enjoy it.”
Schaap will return to Covenant College to finish his 




Schaap went down 
to Georgia
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In the dead of winter, the 
knitting club has come back 
to life.
 The club, officially 
Knitting club extends a warm welcome
titled the “Knifty Knitters,” 
is heading into its second 
year with a steady group of 
knitters already involved,.
Members of the club are 
excited to see what this year 





AMOR groups set aside 
their Christmas break for an 
exciting trip and a chance for 
service.  When the group in 
Guatemala did get a break, 
they still found excitement—
more than they would have 
asked for.
While most Dordt students 
used the semester break to re-
lax from the stress of classes, 
eleven Dordt students, along 
with psychology professor 
Mark Christians, went on a 
ten-day mission trip to the city 
of San Cristobal, located in the 
western highlands of Guate-
mala. 
When they had a free after-
noon, most of the group went 
on a hike up a mountain near-
by with a local guide.  On their 
way down the winding path, 
they suddenly met two men 
who held them at gunpoint.
“They had us sit down,” 
said Emily Huston. “One 
stayed in front of us on the 
trail, the other asked each 
person for their money.  They 
took a few cameras too, out of 
the backpacks.”
The group was shaken 
when they got to the bottom of 
the mountain.
“But it was amazing how 
calm we were at first,” Huston 
said. “We were really protect-
ed.”
Though an unnerving oc-
currence, it’s not the only 
thing the group experienced 
while on their trip. 
They painted a dormitory at 
Camp Shalom, which houses 
groups of middle school and 
high school students that par-
ticipate in church-led retreats. 
After the painting, the group 
helped out at the Juan Wesley 
school campus, which is used 
to teach grades K-12. 
Currently the school has 
one building which was 
opened in 2008. However, the 
school hopes to one day pos-
sess a secondary building.
The Dordt group helped to 
make that a reality, digging out 
the foundation for the school 
with their bare hands. 
Overall, the team enjoyed 
the trip; the scare on the moun-
tain could not taint it.
“It was interesting to be in 
a place that looks so different 
than the US,” Huston said. 
“We take so much for granted 
– things like transportation. 
The trip really changed my 
perspective.”
AMOR group threatened, unharmed
On Wednesday 10 February at 7 PM in S101, Mixed Blood Theatre 
(of “Theory of Mind” fame) returns to Dordt College with their 
45-minute theatrical production of “African America.” 
Storyline: The unexpected appearance of a near-magical African man leads a very modern 
interracial couple to a better understanding and appreciation of the modern African diaspora 
and the immigrant experience, and helps them consider how to connect with and celebrate 
one’s heritage.
Background: Even in smaller communities in the Midwest one does not have to look far 
to see Asian faces, Hispanic faces, the faces of Pacific Islanders, and many, many African 
faces. In looking at these African faces (from Ethiopia, Liberia, Kenya, Somalia) the new 
stereotype is that they are all victims of some indeterminate civil war or genocide from some 
indeterminate African country. Yet many young African professionals, students, and, yes, 
even three of the Minnesota Vikings have spent almost their entire lives in the United States. 
The stereotype is only a partial truth.
There will be opportunity for a post-performance discussion with the 
(multi-racial) cast. Plan on coming!
this year will bring.
The club meets every 
Thursday night from 7 to 
8 by the Eckardt fireplace, 
and is open to all classes, 




Join us for Electrifying Basketball
at the
Sioux County Power Slam
Dordt College Defenders
host the
Northwestern College Red Raiders
Half-time Events!  Awards!
Lots of Prizes!
Mid Sioux Food Pantry Collection!
Brought to you by...
Sat., January 30, 2010
2:00 and 4:00 p.m.
“We’re not very good, 
necessarily, but we love to 
come and have fun,” Cora 
Bonnema, club co-founder, 
said.  “It’s nice to have 
something fun and relaxing 
to do.” 
New members don’t need 
to know anything about 
knitting to join, and they 
don’t even need their own 
supplies right away.
“We have needles and 
yarn for people to borrow 
if they need it,” Bonnema 
said. 
Whether you want to knit 
for fun, knit to take a break 
from homework, or knit 
chain mail, members of the 
club want you to shake your 
fear of needles and give 
knitting a try.  
The club also welcomes 
those who prefer a crochet 
hook to knitting needles.
So, with no more excuses 
standing in the way, 
interested students should 
stop by.  And for all you 
males out there looking 
for a spark in the romance 
department, sources have 
stated that “hook-ups” 
happen every week at the 
knitting club.
From left to right: 
Freshmen Tawny 
VanBerkum, Chris-
tina Gould, Aubrey 
Kloosterhouse and 
Mary Du Mez try their 
hands at knitting.  
They came to knitting 
club for the first time 
last week to give it 
a try.
The “Knifty Knitters” 
meet every Thursday 
night from 7 - 8 p.m. 
by the fire in Eckardt 
Lounge.  Anyone is 
welcome to join.
Photo by Ashlee Stallinga
want than in how we’ll get 
there. And what we want is 
dependent on so many vari-
ables: What are we good at? 
What are we intrigued by? 
What needs us most? 
It is my belief that what 
we carefully decide for our-
selves, one of several possi-
bilities, is not subject to the 
one way that we’re supposed 
to be doing. 
Or, put a different way, 
there’s no one specific call-
opinion.28 January 2010 page 5
“Convocation” comes from 
Latin words that mean “to call 
together.” These words have 
profound meaning at Dordt, 
where we believe in “vocation” 
– that the voice which 
convokes us is the voice of 
God. Therefore, a convocation 
speaker has a big role to fill.
Dr. Pavlischek tried to fill 
that role this year. He was 
introduced as “one who shares 
Dordt’s perspective.” Then 
throughout the speech he kept 
saying that students could ask 
their professors to explain his 
own points further, implying 
that all Dordt professors agreed 
with him.
Pavlischek’s theme was war 
and Christianity. He began by 
suggesting he was bringing a 
problem to our attention, but he 
ended by asserting a particular 
perspective. The perspective 
he recommended – with a lot 
of rhetorical cunning – boiled 
down to neoconservative 
militarism. I’m all for 
discussing this perspective, but 
the venue (convocation) and 
the constant implication that he 
somehow represented Dordt’s 
institutional views, make me 
skeptical of Dr. Pavlischek.
Did I miss the part where 
a Reformed worldview 
necessarily entails militaristic 
neoconservatism? Perhaps the 
many professors that I heard 
objecting to Pavlischek’s 
ideas don’t contribute to our 
institutional perspective.
I, for one, benefit more from 
challenges to my comfortable 
opinions than from apologies 
for them. In this sense, 
perhaps the theme of war and 
Christianity could have been a 
good convocation theme. But 
not by preaching to a choir of 
Northwest Iowans the same 
message that lets them sleep at 
night. 
Did God’s voice convoke 
us this semester? It sounded 
more like the voice of American 
foreign policy to me. When did 
Dordt start to obtain that voice? 
It must have been while I was 
sleeping, because I haven’t seen 
it in the founding documents, 
heard it from my professors, or 
encountered it in chapel. Maybe 
we were all asleep. Maybe we 






For two weeks now, the 
world has been fixated 
on the devastation in 
Haiti.  But even before 
the earthquake, Haiti was 
the poorest country in the 
western hemisphere. 
80% of the population 
was impoverished, and 
life expectancy was 
fifty-nine years.
If you ask Pat 
Robertson, Haiti is 
cursed because its 
inhabitants “swore a 
pact to the devil” in 
the late 18th century. 
Robertson has been 
endlessly derided in the 
media for that statement 
and rightly so. But if Haiti 
isn’t suffering under a 
Faustian curse, then what’s 
the deal? 
Part of the problem is 
internal.  Haiti has suffered 
a long line of corrupt leaders 
who have squandered the 
country’s resources.  By 
all accounts, the current 
d e m o c r a t i c a l l y - e l e c t e d 
president, Rene Preval, 
had been making moderate 
progress until the quake.
But a large share of the 
blame lies outside Haiti. 
The native peoples of Haiti 
were completely wiped out 
by the war, slavery and 
disease the first Spanish 
In Haiti, the Past is Prologue
settlers brought with them. 
Eventually, Haiti became 
a French slave colony. 
A slave revolt brought 
independence in 1804, but 
the French forced Haiti to 
pay $21 billion in damages 
for property loss – property 
including the newly-free 
slaves!  That debt lingers to 
this day.  Haiti makes $58 
million in debt payments 
annually.
The United States 
occupied Haiti for mostly 
economic reasons from 
1915 to 1934.  U.S. Marines 
killed nearly 3,000 Haitians 
during a revolt in 1919. 
Later, in the name of 
fighting communism, the 
U.S. supported Haiti’s two 
most infamous dictators, 
the Duvaliers.  This father-
son duo embezzled billions 
in aid and killed tens of 
thousands of Haitians.  They 
are responsible for almost 
half of Haiti’s current 
debt.  The people of Haiti 
are still paying for their 
crimes.
So what happens now? 
Or, more importantly, 
what happens when Haiti 
fades from the news and 
the donations dry up?
If you ask FOX News 
host Bill O’Reilly, “The 
USA will once again 
pour millions into that 
country...One year from 
today, Haiti will be just as 
bad as it is right now.”
As Christian citizens, we 
cannot accept that attitude. 
No nation is hopeless. 
We should give from our 
plenty to organizations 
working to rebuild Haiti. 
We should demand that our 
leaders enact programs for 
debt relief and continued 
development for Haiti.  The 
United States owes Haiti 
its support, and the church 
owes Haiti its love.  As the 
Apostle Paul wrote, “Let no 
debt remain outstanding, 
except the continuing debt 
to love one another.”
Alyssa Hoogendoorn
Columnist
Who’s happy now? 
Part I
Dating Daze:
Even in today’s selfish so-
ciety, we haven’t lost the con-
cept of sharing. An article fea-
tured on MSN Relationships 
concluded with these words: 
“You can’t have it all unless 
you have someone to share it 
with.”
But sharing can mean mak-
ing sacrifices. If there is no 
risk, there can be no reward. 
So we make choices at the risk 
of destroying options.
Fortunately, there’s a way 
around that. It’s called not 
sharing and choosing the sin-
gle life in all its glory.
But at what age do we give 
up the glamorous single life 
and become the crazy old 
spinster lady, living in a house 
of cats? Do single men of a 
certain age live in a house of 
dogs?
Let’s face it—being alone 
isn’t easy. It never has been.
In the Feminine Mystique, 
Betty Friedan laid out the 
1950’s and early 1960’s social 
setting like a boxing match—
“In that corner, the fiery, man-
eating feminist, the career 
woman—loveless, alone. In 
this corner, the gentle wife and 
mother—loved and protected 
by her husband, surrounded 
by her adoring children.”
Nearly sixty years later, the 
happy housewife has been de-
throned and a new woman has 
taken her place, providing an 
image just as unattainable as 
the smiling, dress- and make-
up-wearing, 1950’s house-
wife.
Meet the single girl in all 
her conflicted glory.
She may be viewed as hav-
ing this fabulous, independent 
single life, doing what she 
wants, when she wants and 
answering to no one. But if 
she’s so fabulous, why is she 
still single? 
She’ll be led to believe 
there’s something wrong with 
her and the happy hookup will 
gain an attraction. After all, 
what’s better than having the 
freedom of singleness and the 
illusion of having someone? 
Maybe actually having 
someone. But those are just 
details, easily ignored.




I met three friends last 
night for a big, dramatic 
wow-this-is-our-last-semes-
ter drink, in convocation to 
all the different ways we 
hope to grasp our remaining 
times. (This is how seniors 
speak.) 
We have our ambitions, 
and significantly less time 
to claim that we haven’t yet 
decided our post-grad pro-
cedures and – this is where 
it got weird – our smiles al-
tered, our eyes lowered and 
“Oh gosh, we’re going to be 
so lonely, aren’t we? It’s in-
evitable.” Except, of course, 
for that one engaged friend 
– he’ll be just fine. (They’re 
a dependable quarter of our 
student body, no?) 
A lot of projecting was 
had on “Where will we find 
ourselves?” that should 
have, instead, been, “Where 
will we take ourselves?” 
The worry of how we’ll 
occupy our time is, funnily, 
more in deciding what we 
ing that we’re built for, that 
we follow it to rigid detail 
or we flounder and falter in 
anything else we do. 
This is meant to be assur-
ing (to myself as much as to 
any reader) and I think, on 
some days, it will be. 
Those assuring days will 
begin as soon as we start 
working toward one of sev-
eral possibilities of what 
makes us happy – after we 
decide on what might make 
us happy. It’s a big, signifi-
cant decision. We hedge on 
it. When asked of our plans 
in passing, we shrug and 
almost feign apathy. We as-
sure our parents that it will 
work out, that we have time 
to decide and that we are 
putting active time in prayer 
and reflection to the kind of 
people we want to be. 
How long will we feign 
apathy? What kind of peo-
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When did you start to run 
track? I ran track in Grade 
4 just for fun, and I really 
enjoyed it. Then in Grade 6 
I started running track with 
a club team.
When you were a 
little boy, did you love 
running?  Yeah, I have a 
couple of brothers, and we 
would always race around, 
like down the street.
What goes through 
your mind in mid-race? 
Honestly, I forget a lot 
about it when I cross the 
line. Sometimes it is 
strategy, but a lot of times 
it’s a song that someone 
was humming or something 
that gets stuck in your head.
Favorite race to run: 
Relays, both the 4 x 400 
and the 4 x 800. It is really 
exciting because it has a 
team sort of feel to it. You 
are busy cheering your 
teammates on and then you 
get the baton and you are all 
excited, ready to go.
Do you have any pre-race 
traditions?  Our relay team 
usually prays before a race.
What is the best thing 
about Dordt track?  The 
social part is awesome; 
everybody is great, really 
fun to talk to. Warm-ups 
in practice is fun because 
everyone is just talking to 
each other, it’s relaxed.
Do you have any advice for 
the young, up-and-coming 
runners?  Keep trying and 
go for it. You can’t expect 
to do amazing right away 
coming in from high school. 
It takes awhile to adjust, so 
don’t get discouraged and 
hang in there.
Ask an Athlete Know the Name
Looking ahead:
Track and field makes 
Nationals the goal
The men’s basketball 
coach, Ross Douma, is start-
ing his Dordt career strong. 
Not only has he led his team 
to an 11-8 start, but he has 
also led his team in areas of 
lasting significance. 
In November, Douma and 
his team were hired to throw 
tires at a local ethanol plant. 
The team, along with sever-
al other groups from Dordt, 
volunteered their services 
and donated the money they 
earned to the AMOR groups. 
Douma appreciated that 
this project let his team in-
teract with other campus 
groups. Most of all, Douma 
enjoyed seeing his team 
make an impact for Christ by 
raising money for the mis-
sion trips that took place over 
Christmas break.
Douma certainly would 
like to continue serving in the 
future. He says that, through 
these volunteer opportuni-
ties, he wants to “promote a 
life of service” for his play-
ers. 
But the men’s basketball 
team is not the only Dordt 
squad making a difference. 
The women’s basketball 
team has done some recent 
volunteer work as well.
During Christmas break, 
Coach Craig Stiemsma and 
Hannah Hart
Staff Writer
his team served at The Bridge 
in Orange City for the second 
year in a row. The Bridge is 
a transitional living shelter 
for women and children who 
need guidance and support.
The team cleaned, or-
ganized, and assisted with 
childcare. They were eager 
to help, and Stiemsma said 
that the women had great at-
titudes.
 “We’ve been so blessed 
that we try to give something 
back,” he said.
Both of this year’s bas-
ketball squads have shown 
talent on the court, but more 
importantly, they are show-
ing true servanthood in their 
time off the court. 
The men’s basketball team threw tires to raise money for the groups going on AMOR over Christmas 
Break.  The women’s team also volunteered, serving at The Bridge.           .Photo by Andrew Hornor
A look at Dordt’s young talent in athleticsDiamond sports writer Sam Hart goes the extra mile 





Dordt Athletes Make a Difference
Josiah Luttjeboer is a junior from Belleville, Ontario, majoring in K-12 education and 
HPER.  He hopes to one day be a high school PE teacher and coach. Luttjeboer runs both 
cross-country and track.  He claimed the top spot in the 600m at the Dordt Invite on Jan. 16, 
and was on the first-place finishing 4x800m and 4x400m relay teams as well.  Here is a closer 
look at this quick Canadian.
The indoor track season is 
officially underway for the De-
fenders, and the team kicked 
off the season hosting the Dordt 
Invite in the Rec. Center. Eight 
of the 13 conference teams 
from the GPAC attended. 
“The level of competition... 
was slightly higher because 
a few teams had already had 
a meet in the prior weekend, 
so they had some more time 
to shake the rust off,” Coach 
Craig Heynen said.
But that did not hinder 
Dordt’s team from posting 
some impressive results. They 
already have three individual 
and two relay national quali-
fiers. The conference meet is 
on Feb. 20, and that is what 
Coach Heynen says they are 
working towards.
“We shoot for that as our 
big meet,” he said. “In track, 
we talk about having an ‘in-
door peak’ and an ‘outdoor 
peak,’ so that is really where 
we would like to see most of 
our team peak.” 
This year the team looks 
very similar to last season’s.
 The men’s 4x800 relay that 
made it to the National Cham-
pionship meet last year is 
back, and looking for another 
good season. 
Michelle Steiger, who ran 
at the cross country National 
meet this past fall, has also 
started off well by qualifying 
for nationals in the 3000m. 
“We also have a really good 
freshman class,” said Coach 
Heynen. 
Some names that he threw 
out were Nic Pfeifle, who took 
two second-place finishes at 
the Invite, and a couple of 
throwers, Orrin Berger and 
Jordan Huisman, who made 
the “Top 10” list at Dordt 
College. Pole vaulter Josh 
Brinkerhoff is another fresh-
man who has a chance at qual-
ifying for Nationals.
Coach Heynen is also expect-
ing some of his upperclassmen 
to hit their stride this season. 
Eric Tudor, hampered by inju-
ries in the past, claimed second 
in the men’s 3000m, and Jenna 
Brouwer took first in the 55m 
dash and third in the 200m.
For goals this season, 
Coach Heynen has Nationals 
on his mind. 
“We would like to get both 
our 4x800 and 4x400 relay 
teams to Nationals, men and 
women, as well as a number 
of individuals,” he said.  “We 
also have some athletes that 
could finish in the top five of 
the conference. And we just 
want to score more points 
overall than we did last year.”
Sophomore Bailey 
Spencer is a name you 
might recognize, and 
certainly one you ought 
to get to know.
As third post on the 
women’s basketball 
team, Spencer comes 
off the bench but sees 
a respectable amount of 
playing time.  
“She’s a hard work-
er and a great shoot-
er,” said Coach Craig 
Steimsma.  
Spencer had eight 
points against Mount 
Marty on Jan. 20, an ac-
complishment for some-
one whose strong suit is 
on the other end of the 
court.
“She’s a defensive 
player,” Steimsma said, 
“and she just understands 
how to play basketball.
Starters McKinzie 
Schmidt and Brie Sch-
neidermann have been 
playing together for three 
years, but Steimsma still 
feels comfortable putting 
Spencer in the game.
“It really speaks to 
her talent, that she can 
get out there and play 
with those girls who have 
been playing together so 
long,” he said.
Schmidt is a senior, so 
next year look for Spen-
cer to be in the starting 
line-up; she’ll fit right in.
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The fourth annual Prai-
rie Grass Challenge was not 
only a chance for Dordt Digi-
tal Media majors to practice 
their skills, but a chance for 
engineers to let loose and for 
alumni to prove themselves. 
“I wanted to do it because 
it is such a great opportunity 
get out of the strict world of 
equations and mathematical 
rules, and just let my mind run 
wild,” said Stephen Pederson, 
an Engineering major who 
competed for the second time. 
He may have been a little 
inexperienced, but that didn’t 
stop him from having a good 
time.
“[I was] intimidated by the 
legitimate teams working on 
four different computers with 
professional equipment while 
I am just using the basic edit-
ing program,” he said. “But my 
experiences in the challenge 
have been some of the best of 
my college life, and I would 
recommend it to everyone.”
Several Dordt alumni also 
participated in different loca-
tions. 
“We got disqualified the 
past two times we entered the 
competition when we were in 
school, so Jon De Weerd want-
ed to prove to ourselves that, if 
nothing else, we could finish a 
project and not be disquali-
fied,” said Aaron Huisman, a 
Dordt alumni who competed 
from Los Angeles.
Alumni are faced with an-
other dynamic to the chal-
lenge: “The actual filming 
was harder to do here, as it’s 
a lot harder to get permission 
to film in any location.” Huis-
man said. “So we stuck to 
locations that were easily at-
tainable: our apartments and 
places we work.” 
The film challenge forces 
teams to write, shoot, and edit 
a video in a given genre, in-
cluding a specified prop, char-
acter, and line of dialogue – all 
in 48 hours.
But Huisman didn’t even 
have that long.
“The majority of us had to 
work, so instead of being able 
to utilize the entire 48 hours, 
we had to pump it out in rough-
ly 24 hours,” Huisman said.
For three of the 21 teams par-
ticipating in the Film Challenge, 
even 48 hours wasn’t enough. 
Those teams were penalized 
points for missing the 9:00 dead-
line on Saturday, Jan. 16.
Details about the films are 
top-secret for now, but all ap-
proved films will be shown on 
campus at a free public screen-
ing on Friday, Feb. 19. 
“Best of Show,” chosen by 
the judges, will be awarded 
$500, the coveted Dordty 





CAN YOU LIVE 
WITHOUT HER?
...ENOUGH SAID!













Photo by Kelly Cooke.
One group working on its film.  Details about the production are kept secret until it is shown on Feb. 19.   
Photo by Hani Yang
A new collection of col-
ors, figures and lines created 
by junior art majors decorate 
the walls of the art gallery. 
Fifteen students were se-
lected to take part in the 
exhibit.  The selection was 
based on the artist’s knowl-
edge and use of two- or three-
dimensional art, rendering 
skills, nuance, and quality, 
according to Jake Van Wyk, 
art professor.
The show contains over 
100 pieces on display in an 
around the gallery, including 
drawings, painting, photo-
graphs, ceramics, sculptures, 
and approximately 50 graph-
ic design pieces.
“They assembled the show 
themselves,” Van Wyk said. 
The posters advertising the 
show were also made by one 
of the students.
The exhibit is open until 
Feb. 9.
So what is ACTF? Anti-
Communist Turnip Farmers? 
American Christian Trapeze 
Foundation? Atheist Cat 
Trout Fishing? Not exactly. 
ACTF, or more accurately 
KCACTF, is the Kennedy 
Center American College 
Theater Festival, an annual 
weeklong theatre competi-
tion that Dordt had the op-
portunity to participate in 
this past week.
This year’s festival for the 
Midwestern region was held 
at the Johnson County Com-
munity College in Kansas 
City. The festival kicked off 
Sunday night with orienta-
tion and ended Friday night 
with a closing ceremony, but 
the real fun happened in be-
tween.
Competitions gave col-
lege and grad school students 
an opportunity to compete in 
various categories such as 
acting, directing, and scenic 
design. Danielle Roos was 
one of twelve regional nomi-
nees in the directing compe-
tition this year while Ellen 
De Young participated in 
the stage managing competi-
tion and Becky (Lancaster) 
Buhlig, a Dordt alum, went 
for scenic design. Unfortu-
nately, no Dordt student re-
ceived honors this year.  
However, Mark Bylenga 
was awarded a certificate of 
merit for “tying a bow tie on 
stage.”
Buhlig, Roos, and Emily 
Hageman were also chosen 
to participate in the Irene 
Ryan Scholarship Auditions. 
Bylenga was a partner for a 
Northwestern nominee.
 “Caucasian Chalk Circle” 
was nominated for competi-
tion at the festival but was 
not chosen to participate. 
Sue Blom’s costumes for 
“Caucasian Chalk Circle” 
and “Enchanted April” were 
also nominated but did not 
go to the competition.
In addition to competi-
tions, the festival also holds 
workshops on topics ranging 
from lighting, sound, scenic 
design, and stage managing 
to directing and acting.
Serious business aside, 
students could also see 
shows performed throughout 
the day or take part in danc-
es, karaoke parties well into 
the night.
The festival was a learning 
experience for the Dordt stu-
dents. Competitors were of-
fered professional feedback 
and got perspectives from 
people outside of Dordt. 
Grad school  recruiters and 
theatre company agents 
were also present, providing 
students with opportunities 
for summer jobs and future 
schooling.
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Featured photo
“There’s Washington. And 
then there’s DC,” my American 
Studies Program director tried 
to explain to me the first day 
of orientation.  Jet lagged and 
hungry, I tried to concentrate on 
his explanation between giant 
bites of Armand’s Chicago style 
pizza.  
“Washington is the young 
executive on his cell phone, the 
intern running around Capitol 
Hill, and the distinguished 
politician making policy 
decisions,” He said.  The District 
of Columbia is the people that 
have moved into the inner city, 
the homeless man on the street, 
The topic: Straw(s).
Straw is like hay. Straws are for drinking out of. I’ll be tackling 
both in this column.
OVERRATED: Why are straw(s) overrated? Stop asking. Start 
reading.
•	 Mankind invented the straw before inventing 
computers, and yet I STILL can’t check my email on a 
straw.
•	 Ask that camel with the broken back what he thinks 
about straw. Poor fella.
•	 Straw made a great housing material for that First Little 
Pig. Wait a minute…
•	 When you use a straw, you suck. (Wow, that was really 
lame. I think I’m starting to lose my touch. I’m just 
grasping at straws. YES! I’M BACK!).
UNDERRATED: Why are straw(s) underrated? Drink it in.
•	 Straws may have been invented before computers, but 
you can’t put your computer in a glass of water and 
drink through it (Do NOT attempt).
•	 Crazy straws! They make drinking refreshing, fun, and 
most importantly CRAZY!
•	 In an interview shortly after the incident with the wolf, 
I asked the Third Little Pig about straw to which he 
said, “Straw didn’t work for my brother, but you can’t 
build bricks without straw.” That’s a great saying, but 
this piggy had just eaten a cooked wolf, so I don’t 
know if I trust his word.
I conclude that straws are UNDERRATED. I used to think 
straws were overrated, but then I found myself 5 inches under 
water with a straw. I thought I was going to die since, like 
many of you, I can’t breathe under water. Then, moments 
before the water could pour into my lungs, I poked the straw 
above the surface and breathed through it. I’m happy to say that 
I’m alive, and I’ve been breathing through a straw ever since.
Comic Mishaps
and the unwed teenage mother 
living below the poverty line.”
That night, on a moonlit 
walk to the steps of the Capital 
Building, I saw Washington.
In my first day of service 
learning at Capitol Hill 
Pregnancy Center (CHPC), I 
saw DC.
CHPC is a non-profit 
organization that helps 
women and men during crisis 
pregnancies, encouraging 
alternatives to abortion and 
offering free services and 
supplies: pregnancy tests, 
counseling, classes, diapers, 
and clothing.  
In my work at CHPC, I 
heard the stories of DC.  I heard 
about the 19-year-old who has 
had seven abortions.  I heard 
about the spike in pregnancies 
after another gang initiation. 
I heard that the center is not 
allowed to teach abstinence in 
public schools, and that most 
girls don’t recognize abstinence 
as a form of birth control.
Through these stories, I 
encountered the DC culture 
– a culture not shared with 
“Washington” as most people 
understand it.
Now, as I walk past the 
Capitol building and think of 
the culture-changing work done 
inside its walls, I remember 
too the work being done in 
DC.  Although CHPC is not as 
recognizable as the Capitol, its 
work changes a culture as well.
Stories from abroad
Photo by Hani Yang
Top ten
reasons why Dordt doesn’t cancel class on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
1. “Worldview” was never said in any of King’s speeches.
2. Every other school’s doing it so we shouldn’t. 
3. Students would want to skip class on Tuesday “in honor of him” too.
4. We don’t even get Good Friday off. What did you expect?
5. Streets and highways are named after MLK. That’s enough observation.
6. Dordt only acknowledges holidays that were in existence before the 
school began. 
7. MLK wouldn’t want us to have a day off.
8. Writing a paper about him is a much better way to honor him than taking 
a day off from school.
9. Dreams happen at night so there’s no need to cancel class during the day.
10. And there is no number 10 because I was too busy doing homework 
from that Monday to write it.
Grace Venhuizen
Guest Columnist
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Winter brings the inevitable cold, wind, and snow...but at least it’s pretty, right?
by Josh Welch
